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been handed to the British and French Ambassadors, and says
that Italy is going to war against "the plutocratic and reac-
tionary democracies of the West, who have hindered the ad-
vance and often threatened the existence even of the Italian
people." He solemnly declares that "Italy does not intend to
drag other peoples who are her neighbors into this conflict.
Let Switzerland, Jugoslavia, Turkey, Egypt, and Greece take
note of these words of mine, for it will depend entirely upon
them if they are fully confirmed or not."
Hitler telegraphs to King Victor Emmanuel III saying that,
"Providence has willed that, against our own intentions, we
are compelled to defend the freedom and future of our peo-
ples against Great Britain and France," and expressing the
certainty that Germany and Italy will "win a victory . . .
and then the vital rights of our two nations will be secure for
all time." He telegraphs to the Duce declaring that he is
"deeply moved" by the world-historic decision just announced.
He says that in September, Great Britain had declared war on
Germany without reason. "The increasing contempt for vital
national rights by those in power in London and Paris has led
us together," he says, "in the great fight for the freedom and
future of our countries."
Two hours after the Mussolini speech Premier Reynaud
broadcasts a message of defiance and encouragement to the
French people. "France," he says, "has gone through still
rougher tests and has, at such times, always drawn strength
for victory. France cannot die." He claims that enemy gains
have been made at the cost of heavy losses in tanks and planes.